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The work of Dom Adalbert de VogÃ¼Ã©, O.S.B. (1924-2011) serves as the basis of all serious

study of the Rule of Benedict. In the first volume of this edition, VogÃ¼Ã© uses literary criticism to

show how the Rule of Benedict developed. He establishes the dependence of the Rule of Benedict

on the Rule of the Master.
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It is one of the anomalies of modern monastic studies that the great commentary of Adalbert De

VogÃ¼Ã© has never been translated into English (or any other language). Of course, the reason is

that this is a monumental task. But it is one that Sr. Colleen McGrane has accomplished with real

distinction. --Fr. Terrence G. Kardong, O.S.B., Editor, American Benedictine Review

Adalbert de VogÃ¼Ã© was born in 1924 and became a monk of Pierre-qui-Vire in 1944. He taught

patristics and early monasticism at Sant'Anselmo in Rome. From 1974-2011 he lived as a hermit

near his monastery. His six-volume work on the Rule of St. Benedict is considered to be the

definitive work on the Rule. He was regarded as the authority on the Rule of Benedict and the Rules

of western monasticism. In recent years he published twelve volumes on the history of western

monasticism.



At last Adalbert de Vogue's important writings on the Rule of Benedict have become available for

those of us who don't read French. This is not a book for light reading. Rather it is for those who

have a serious interest in deepening their understanding of St. Benedict's Rule. I am eagerly

awaiting the next volume.

The book came in good shape and is a good addition to my library.
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